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In December 1998 our family welcomed a new member, an eight week old Airedale 
puppy.  In a book the Airedale was described as “ a jewel of a watchdog” and me 
being an ex-Latin school teacher, our puppy was named “Gemma” after the Latin 
word for a jewel. She did her name and breed proud. Through the years she had 
protected her human and doggy pack and also was the one to defuse potential dog 
fights. On walks she would trot ahead, square up to the approaching, aggressive-
looking dogs and politely but firmly tell them: “If you want a fight you will get one, 
but I don’t think it is a good idea….” They normally took the hint! A Staffie that  
escaped from its home and tried to attack Helga the Basenji was, with a deep 
growl, shouldered out of the way and kept at bay until the owner could grab him. 
 
Gemma’s greatest joys in life were food and walks in the veld or on the beach, but 
life with an Airedale is not always a beach though! They love water and love even 
more to be mud-coated and / or sopping wet. Our cats often would bring mice into 
the house and if Gemma managed to salvage one she would prance around with 
the mouse in her mouth with only the tail hanging out – not an appetizing sight at 
all. When Helga caught moles, Gemma would, to my horror, throw the mole up in 
the air, pounce on it like a cat, roll on it – do you need more detail? Oh, and what 
about the day she jumped off high rocks into the sea after three otters and lived to 
tell the tale. 
 
Our beloved Gemma, Ch Greta, obedience trained, a  
seasoned advert actress, crossed the rainbow bridge on 27 
October. The big dog bed stands empty, no third food bowl to 
be put down at feeding time, only two leashes needed for the 
walks. Gemma, all I wish for you where you are now are lots of 
playful friends, many ponds and streams and juicy raw bones 
as the perfect end to your carefree hunting. You, my uncompli-
cated, easy-going, faithful and loyal companion deserve the 
best after 12 years of giving your best. 
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Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meet ing of  
The Cape Terrier Club will take place on Saturday 2 6 March 2011  

at 6 Avenue Beauvais, Constantia commencing at 11h3 0. 
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